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Communication Methods of Children with Deafblindness:

Classification and Systematization

Megue Nakazawa

(Department of Education for Children with Multiple Disabilities)

Deafblind children are a diverse population
due to the combination of differences in the de-
gree of visual and auditory impairment, the
onset of impairment, the presence or absence of
other disability and educational history. The
communication methods used by this population
are diverse as well. Selection of communication
method(s) appropriate for individual children is
one of the biggest issues faced by parents,
teachers, speech therapists and other related
personnel in raising or supporting a deafblind
child. The selection should be well-grounded on
the current capacity and needs of the child

with a good perspective of future transition in

communication methods in accordance with the
child's development. In this paper, a framework
developed from the theory of Hachizo Umezu
(1978) and the author's work with deafblind
children is presented to classify and systematize
the many communication methods used by
deafblind children. Classification is made from
six different aspects and systematization is done
on the basis of the genesis of sign system to
point out the continuity in progression from
one communication method to the next.

Key Words: Deafblindness,communication method,

multiple disability, continuity, development
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